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Welcome
The Board of Grand Stewards 2009-2010
extends a warm welcome to
all present and most especially to
The Most Worshipful The Grand Master
His Royal Highness
The Duke of Kent, KG.
We would like to congratulate all who
have today received appointments or
promotions and we hope that everyone
will enjoy the evening.
In this brochure you will ﬁnd an article
commemorating 275 years of
The Grand Stewards’ Lodge.

The Grand Stewards’ Lodge at 275
The Grand Stewards’ Lodge was constituted in 1735 as
Lodge number 117. It has subsequently enjoyed the
numbers 115, 70, 60, and 47. In 1792 it was ordered
to be placed at the head of the roll of Lodges, without
number, where it has remained ever since.
The Grand Stewards’ Lodge was established, to meet
without a warrant, in June 1735. This Grand Festival is
therefore proximate to the 275th Anniversary of the
Lodge’s establishment and so we have chosen that as
the theme for our brochure.

His Royal Highness The Duke of Kent, KG
Grand Master
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I
1735 and All That
In 1735, our brother William Hogarth completed The
Rake’s Progress series. Carl Linnaeus published his

treatise

classiﬁcation. John Adams,
subsequently
the
Second
President of the United States
of America, was born; Samuel
Johnson married Elizabeth
Porter; and the Bible was
translated into Lithuanian. A
dull but worthy year, you might
say, but the temper of the times
seems to carry echoes of our
own and of course the
Carl Linnaeus
establishment of The Stewards’
Lodge, as it was originally called, gives the year
particular relevance to us. Incidentally, Linnaeus
classiﬁed the forget-me-not as Myosotis sylvatica, of
which more later.
William Hogarth
“Painter and his Pug”
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Then, as now, regime change was an issue. It was still
little more than a generation since the Glorious
Revolution of 1688 and a new constitutional settlement
was still subject to the occasional political tremor.
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An Incident in the Rebellion of 1745

Rev John Theophilus Desaguliers

Conﬂict on the continent of Europe was a perpetual
backdrop to events at home. King George II, himself
raised as a German prince, had fought under
Marlborough in the War of the Spanish Succession and
was to be the last reigning British Monarch to command
in battle in 1742. Britain’s power beyond Europe was
growing: expansion in the Americas was proceeding
apace and the East India Company establishing an
increasingly dominant trading position in India.
Then, as now, Britain was a haven for those in need
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and immigration was changing the economic and
social make-up of the nation. In France, the
revocation, in 1685, of the Edict of Nantes had caused
a wave of Protestants to ﬂee to the British Isles. These
Huguenot refugees became British subjects, and as one
Masonic historian put it, “gloried in their new found
freedom in our liberal Society... and the tenets of
masonry must have appealed strongly”. Huguenot
names are found throughout the early eighteenth
century at the centre of Masonry and one such was the
Rev John Theophilus Desaguliers, to whom the Grand
Stewards owe their establishment.
Then, as now, an occasional unease about AngloScottish relations was expressed by some in London. In
the 1730s, the defeat of the Jacobite Rebellion of 1715
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was a recent memory and agitation had continued into
the 1720s. The famous Rob Roy had died in
Balquhidder on 28 December 1734 and Jacobitism was
to threaten the House of Hanover a decade later in the
rebellion of 1745. The complex relationship between
the Craft and Jacobitism has, of course, been the
subject of much discussion elsewhere.
Then, as now, if not altogether in ferment, Britain was
accustoming herself to major constitutional and
political change. For many, the times were uncertain
and membership of an organisation that provided
mutual support was a valuable asset.

II
Brotherly Love, Relief and Candlesticks
The Grand Stewards’ Lodge since 1735
Like the society around it, Freemasonry was changing
in the 1730s and so were the Grand Stewards. Since
the formation of the Grand Lodge in 1717, it has been
customary to hold an annual feast. The Constitutions of
the Free-Masons, of 1723, provides inter alia an
account of the duties of the Stewards appointed for
these feasts. The record for the very early years is
patchy, but some variation is apparent. In some years,
there was only one Steward responsible, with helpers,
for all of the arrangements. A crucial moment was
reached when, in 1727, distribution of tickets for the
feast was left entirely in the hands of the Secretary to
Grand Lodge who, mirabile dictu, was unequal to the
task, selling only 81 of 500. To prevent a repetition of
this, Dr Desaguliers proposed that a group of Stewards
was chosen each year “who should have the entire
care and direction of the said Feast” and so it has been
ever since.
In 1735, “in Consideration of their past service and
future Usefulness” past Stewards petitioned Grand
Lodge for a number of privileges, including the right
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Rake’s Progress
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to meet as a Lodge of Master Masons. This request led
to a debate at Quarterly Communication, but by a
margin of three votes it was granted. Entering the lists
as Lodge No. 117, the Lodge met ﬁrst at the
Shakespeare’s Head in Covent Garden, which records
suggest may formerly have been known as Button’s
Coﬀee House. In the 1750s, the reputation of those
premises as a house of ill-repute may have led to the
decision to move.

The earliest extant minute book for the Lodge is from
1766. It, and those that follow, tells a story of a Lodge
that often seems to represent the Order as a whole in
microcosm. The grand themes are there: charity,
politics, royalty, war... and candlesticks. Indeed, one
of the ﬁrst recorded decisions of the Lodge was to
establish a Candlestick
Committee. Somewhat
inauspiciously, its ﬁrst
oﬀerings were rejected
in 1767.
Charity
features throughout: in
the 1800s, for example,
the Lodge maintained a
generous annuity to
one
Martha
Frith,
needy daughter of a
former chaplain. The
timing of her death in
1839 was particularly
fortuitous, coinciding
as it did with a period
when membership was
Silver epergne candlestick
low
and resources
featuring the three principal
orders of architecture
slight.
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The changing constitution
of the Order plays an
important role in the
story of the Lodge. The
Duke of Sussex, who
succeeded his brother the
Prince of Wales as Grand
Master of the ‘Moderns’
and was ﬁrst Grand
Master of the United
Grand Lodge of England
in 1813, reshaped the
format of the Grand
Festival and the role of
The Duke of Sussex
Grand Stewards. Indeed
the oﬃce of Grand Steward was thought to stand on the
brink of abolition. However, this was avoided, and the
Lodge used its ‘Public Nights’ to set a new ritual
standard in the Lectures of the Three Degrees which
became known as the Grand Stewards’ Lodge system.
When the Emulation Lodge of Improvement was
established it was speciﬁed that its working should
“conform to that of Grand Stewards’ Lodge”.
Much more recently, it was The Grand Stewards’
Lodge which hosted the ﬁrst investiture of brethren
promoted to London Rank. It also played host to
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overseas visitors to Grand Lodge at the celebration of
the dedication of the new Masonic Peace Memorial
(today Freemasons’ Hall). The Lodge had the honour of
entertaining HRH The Duke of Kent, the father of the
present Grand Master, on his installation as Grand
Master in 1939.
External events have left their mark on the Lodge.
Numerous brethren, as in so many lodges, fought and
died in the Great War. This was also true for the 193945 war, during which the exigencies of the time led to
the substitution of beer and whisky for wine at the
Lodge’s lunches.

Jewel of the Masonic Million Fund
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Wines

Menu

Laytons Brut

Assorted Canapés

Dinner

Dinner

Reception

Reception

Domaine des Baumard, Coteaux du Layon Carte d'Or 2007

Foie Gras Parfait, Pickled Vegetables and Toasted Brioche

Château Caronne Ste Gemme, Cru Bourgeois Haut-Médoc 1999

Loin of Venison, Celeriac Pave, Beetroot, Juniper Jus and
Apple Strudel

Château de la Peyrade, Muscat de Frontignan

Orange and Strawberry Fondant with Nougatine Parfait

Croft Quinta da Roeda Vintage Port 1997

Cheese Platter
Coffee and Petits Fours

III
Grand Festival 2010
The austerity of the war period left its mark on the
Grand Festival itself. Ladies who had previously been
present, sometimes controversially, have not been
invited since 1945.
The anxieties that have aﬄicted the Lodge over the
years are familiar. As early as the 1790s, there were
concerns about falling standards. A contumacious
character is also observable throughout: in 1794, a
secretary of the lodge described its recently departed
Master as “Dead – and probably damned”. Lodge
membership was low for much of the nineteenth
century, as Grand Stewards did not automatically join
the Lodge. Indeed, they seem very often to have
ignored it. At one point, the only member of Jerusalem
Lodge to have joined was declared to have done so by
mistake! There are references to its work relying on the
noble eﬀorts of “a few stalwarts”. This is surely familiar
to many Masons today. However, the ﬁdelity of
generations was rewarded and healthy membership
assured through the amalgamation of the Lodge with
the Grand Stewards’ Mess in 1918.
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Some of the concerns of the 1730s seem to preﬁgure
our own; many of the challenges that have faced The
Grand Stewards’ Lodge in the last 275 years are
familiar to all of us. In most cases, they remind us of
the values that Masons have upheld and the support
the Craft has provided. Throughout, Freemasonry has
displayed the virtues of a liberal, as distinct from a
permissive, society.
The Huguenots who helped shape the order in its early
days have been succeeded by generations of Masons
who have found support in our Order. The artists,
composers and philosophers of the eighteenth century;
the brethren of diﬀering creeds and castes Kipling
describes in nineteenth century India; those banned by
the Nazis and other totalitarian regimes in the
twentieth century; each era has witnessed examples of
the traditions of tolerance and mutual support which
run through the Order.
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The Festival may also stand as a symbol of the other
enduring values of the Craft. Freemasonry remains one
of the more robust strands in our social fabric.
Important in any age, order, generosity, brotherhood
and happiness are in very short supply in much of
public life in our own times. This evening is a
celebration of those values.

For many years the forget-me-not has been one of the
badges worn by Masons. We remember the fortitude
of so many of our forebears in the Craft with the forgetme-not seeds you will ﬁnd embedded in the crimson
book belly that is wrapped around this brochure.
Of course, one of the greatest Masonic virtues is the
social manifestation of fraternity. A vital complement
to our charity is that eﬀort to which we are exhorted at
every installation “the grand design of being happy and
communicating happiness”. Every dinner to which
Masons sit down should be an exercise in this sort of
fraternity. The Grand Festival is surely one of the best
expressions of this and, as Grand Stewards, we have an
opportunity to reﬂect on it during our year in oﬃce,
just as our predecessors over nearly three centuries
have done.
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Grand Master’s Lodge No. 1

Founded in 1756, No 1 of the Antients. The only pre-union
Lodge to retain its number after the Union in 1813.
Grand Steward: W Bro. Christian James

Lodge of Antiquity No. 2

Headed the list of the Time Immemorial Lodges, which
formed the Premier Grand Lodge in 1717.
Grand Steward: W Bro. Alan Turner

Royal Somerset House and Inverness Lodge No. 4
One of the original founding Lodges of Grand Lodge and
thereby acting by Time Immemorial Constitution.
Grand Steward: W Bro. David Howell-Jones

St. George’s and Corner Stone Lodge No. 5

The Cornerstone Lodge was founded in 1730 and was the
ﬁrst Lodge to pay for its constitution.
Grand Steward: W Bro. Simon Walsh PAGReg

Lodge of Friendship No. 6

Constituted in 1721 and probably possessing the earliest
constitution granted by Grand Lodge still in existence.
Grand Steward: W Bro. Richard Shuttleworth

British Lodge No. 8

Tuscan Lodge No. 14

Formed from Tuscan Lodge founded in 1722 and St. Mary
Le Bonne Lodge, founded in 1753. At the time of merging
the Lodge was No.7.
Grand Steward: W Bro. John Harris

Lodge of Emulation No. 21

Founded in 1723, its emblem is a beehive, a symbol
signifying perseverance, industry and diligence. Originally
named Morning Bush Lodge.
Grand Steward: W Bro. Robert Blick PSGD

Globe Lodge No. 23

Founded in 1723, but named as such in 1768 after the tavern
in Fleet Street where it met from 1766 to 1768. It has regained
its original number despite the renumbering of Lodges.
Grand Steward: W Bro. Simon Woolf

Castle Lodge of Harmony No. 26

Warranted in 1725, the name Castle Lodge was assumed in
1768 whilst the present title was adopted in 1776 on the
merger with the Lodge of Harmony, No. 339. The Lodge
had ten numbers before becoming No. 26 in 1863.
Grand Steward: W Bro. Chris Coles

The British Lodge appears in both Anderson’s Manuscript
list (1722) and the earliest Engraved list (1723).
Grand Steward: W Bro. Colin Barrow CBE
President
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Old King’s Arms Lodge No. 28

Constituted in 1725, the Lodge also provided the ﬁrst
Steward for the Grand Feast in 1726. The Lodge also played
a major role in the ﬁrst Board of Grand Stewards in 1728
and the subsequent formation of Grand Stewards Lodge.
Grand Steward: W Bro. Graham Bailey
Secretary

St Alban’s Lodge No. 29

Founded in 1728, the Lodge took it’s name from the St
Alban’s Tavern, SW1, where it met from 1741 to 1772.
Grand Steward: W Bro. Alan Hoggett PAGDC
Treasurer

Old Union Lodge No. 46

Constituted in 1735, the Lodge ﬁrst met at the Mitre Tavern
in Southwark. Originally No 140, it was renumbered seven
times before arriving at its present number in 1863.
Grand Steward: W Bro. Simon Kingston

Lodge of Felicity No. 58

Began as the Gun Tavern Lodge in 1737, changing its name
three times and its number nine times before settling on its
current title.
Grand Steward: W Bro. Alan Scriven PGStB

Lodge of Regularity No. 91

Constituted as No 259 in 1755, becoming No 91 in 1863
following various changes. It owed allegiance to the Premier
Grand Lodge prior to the Union in 1813.
Grand Steward: W Bro. David Tudor PGStB

Shakespear Lodge No. 99

Founded in 1757, one of its early Masters, the Earl of
Eﬃngham, was acting Grand Master in 1782.
Grand Steward: W Bro. Duncan Beardsley PAGDC

Jerusalem Lodge No. 197

Dating back to 1731. Its ﬁrst recorded number, No. 44,
dates from 1757. The present warrant is dated 1771.
Grand Steward: W Bro. Hon Edward Buchan

Prince of Wales’s Lodge No. 259

Founded by George, Prince of Wales in 1787. Members
were granted the privilege of wearing an inner edging of
Garter blue on their aprons on the succession to the throne
of his brother the Duke of Clarence, then Master of the
Lodge.
Grand Steward: W Bro. Peter Jack

Lodge of Peace and Harmony No. 60

Founded in 1738, and is in possession of a complete set of
its foundation records. It ﬁrst met at the Sign of the Angel
and Crown in Spitalﬁelds.
Grand Steward: W Bro. Clive Manuel
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The 275th Celebration of the Grand Stewards’ Lodge.
Grand Stewards’ Lodge Officers 2010
WM
IPM
SW
JW
Chaplain
Treasurer
Secretary
M of C
Almoner
Charity Steward
SD
JD
Organist
Asst M of C
Asst Secretary
IG
Stewards

Tyler

MW
RW
W
W
W
W
W
VW
W
W
W
W
W
VW
W
W
W
W
W
W
W

Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.

Peter Geoﬀrey Lowndes ProGM (No.6)
John Bonomy PProvGM East Kent (No.60)
E Brian D Waldy PSGD (No.28)
R P S (Dickon) Sandbach PAGDC (No.2)
The Rev Derek Mottershead PJGD (No.21)
Clive Burton PAGDC (No.29)
Brian Parkins PAGDC (No.28)
Tom Caplin PGSwdB (No.5)
Dan Leno PAGDC (No.60)
Ege Parker PAGDC (No.60)
Gerald Pickering PAGDC (No.60)
Richard Devitt PAGDC (No.14)
Lt Col John Chambers PJGD (No.23)
Derek Dinsmore GSwdB (No.4)
Michael Messent AGReg (No.23)
Brian Fuller PAGDC (No.58)
Tony Taylor PAGDC (No.99)
Alan Scriven PGStB (No.58)
Richard Shuttleworth PGStwd (No.6)
Simon Woolf PGStwd (No.23)
George Vincent PAGDC

MW Bro. Peter Lowndes Pro Grand Master
Master of the Grand Stewards’ Lodge 2010

Dinner at the Royal Courts of Justice, January 2010
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The Toast List
The Queen and the Craft
The Most Worshipful The Grand Master
HRH The Duke of Kent
KG, GCMG, GCVO, ADC
Proposed by:
W Bro. David Tudor PGStB
Reply by:
The Most Worshipful The Grand Master
The Board of Grand Stewards
Proposed by:
The Most Worshipful The Grand Master
Masonic “Cannon Glass” in Bohemian Glass

Reply by:
W Bro. Colin Barrow CBE
President of the Board of Grand Stewards
2009-2010
The Tyler’s Toast
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The belly band that surrounded this brochure is embedded
with a handful of forget-me-not seeds. Soak the belly band in
water overnight. Cover with a thin layer of soil. Keep evenly
moist until seedlings are established. Shoots should appear in
a week or so.

